CHAPTER VII
THE JIZYAH OR POLL TAX 1

THE word jizyah is derived from jaza meaning compen-
sation, requital for good or evil. This tax owes its name
to the fact that it is taken from the dhimmis as a punish-
ment for their unbelief in order to humiliate them or, it
may be, by way of mercy, as a price for the protection
given them by the Moslems.2

The collection of the jizyah is based on the divine
words:3 u Make war upon such of those to whom a Scrip-
ture has been given, as do not believe in God, nor in the last
day . . . until they pay by their hands the jizyah in order
to be humiliated." The dhimmis by paying the jizyah be-
come entitled to two rights: security from molestation and
protection. By virtue of the first right they become safe
(&miri) and of the second, proteges (mahrus).*

According; to tlhe Hantifite doctors, the tax is called jiz-
yah because it is paid by the dhimmis as a compensation
(jaza) for being spared from death; since by the payment
of the jizyah the non-Moslems purchase their lives and
may no longer be killed. Al-Sarakhsi, in this connection
remarks that the infidel who lives in the Moslem state is

1 Majmac, p. 515; Hiddyah, vol. v, p. 288; Yusuf, p. 69; Mawardi, p.
245; Minhaj, vol. Hi, p. 275; Mugni, vol. iv, p. 224; Angari, vol. iv, p.
210; Dardir, p. 203; Kharashi, p. 441.

2 Mawardi, p. 246; cf. Kharashi, p. 441.
s Koran, chap. 9, verse 29.

* Mawardi, p. 247.
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